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NINTH PARCEL.

"Num. IX. A.]              Affidavit of Nathaniel Middleton Esq.

"Vf ATHANIEL MiDDLExox Esq: on his oatli saith, that he left Lucknow
\\( on the 19th August 1781, and joining the Nabob Vizeer at about ten cose
distant, proceeded with him towards Banaris with an intention to meet the Go-
vernor General, who was expected shortly at Lucknow.

That about three or four days after his departure, he heard of the disturbance
at Banaris, and of the massacre of three European Officers with a number of Se-
poys at the instigation of Rajah Cheit Sing, which prevented the Governor Ge-
neral's setting out for Lucknow as he intended;  and on his arrival at Doud-
nagur, on the 24th of the same month, he received imperfect accounts, through
the channel of the Vizeer's publick intelligence, of the retreat of the Governor
General and his party to Chunargur;   and the same account as well as many
others set forth, that the Rajah Cheit Sing had issued his most positive orders to
all the Zemeedars and officers of his government to put every European to death
that they could lay hold of, to seize and severely punish any natives who should
be found in the service of, or connected with, the English;  and in general to
use every means in their power to promote an insurrection throughout the coun-
try, for which they  should be liberally rewarded:   That he had also written
Perwannahs, or letters, to many of the Zemeedars of the Vizeer's country, en-
couraging them to raise disturbances in their respective districts, and to assist him
with troops, for which he promised them large sums of money.    That this re-
port was made to him repeatedly, through various channels, and implicitly cre-
dited, not only by himself but, he firmly believes, by the Vizeer and every man
in his retinue.   That in consequence of these occurrences, the Vizeer who had
left Lucknow with a very small force, determined to wait for reinforcements be-
fore he proceeded, and accordingly summoning his troops from all quarters, halt-
ed at Hnssanpoor until they joined him.   That on the 31st of said month he,
this deponent, in company with the Vizeer left Hussanpoor and proceeded to-
wards Chunargur.   That on his arrival at, or near the village of Gopee Gunge,
he heard from several different persons, whose names he does not at present recol-
lect that a number of dead bodies were seen, some in a well situated near the road
side, and others lying on the open plain, partly covered with loose earth or sand
that had been thrown over them: That these bodies were supposed, and gene-
rally believed, to be the bodies of Dawk Hircarrahs, and other  travellers  de-
pendant on the English, who had been seized and murdered in consequence of
the aforesaid orders of Rajah Cheit Sing.   That this deponent did not see the bo-
dies, but had not a doubt of the truth of the story, as it was mentioned by seve-
ral persons at the time they were passing the place, and afterwards by others who
had stopped to see them.   That in a small mud fort, and village near the place
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